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NATIONAL EAT WHAT YOU WANT DAY - Observed annually on May 11th, National Eat
What You Want Day sets diets aside for a day of indulgence. It’s about having one day a year of
eating with no regrets. Whether you love donuts or fast food, today is your day to gratify without
feeling guilty.
NATIONAL FOAM ROLLING DAY - Each year on May 11th, National Foam Rolling Day
recognizes a therapy that’s been called the poor man’s massage. You only go to the dentist once
a year, but you brush your teeth every day. While we can’t get a massage every day, foam rolling
offers the next best thing! Brush your muscles daily with a foam roller.

Top One Line Current Affairs Headlines




ICMR to test for community transmission in the worst-affected 75 hotspot districts.
Health Ministry to send central teams to the Ten States witnessing high caseload and
spurt in cases.
COVID-19 pandemic - Indian Naval Ship Kesari departs for Maldives, Mauritius,
Seychelles, Madagascar, and Comoros, to provide food and medical supplies under
‘Mission Sagar’.









National Institute of Virology, Pune develops the first indigenous antibody detection kit
for COVID-19.
DRDO’s RCI (Research Centre Imarat) lab in Hyderabad develops DRUVS (Defence
Research Ultraviolet Sanitiser) to sanitize electronic gadgets, paper & currency notes.
BPRD (Bureau of Police Research and Development) publishes a step-by-step guide
for law enforcement agencies to identify “fake news” and videos
The number of tigers in the Indian Sunderbans in 2019-20 rose to 96, from 88 in 201819: West Bengal Forest Department.
Eminent historian Hari Shankar Vasudevan dies aged 68 in Kolkata.
‘Matka King’ Ratan Khatri dies at the age of 88 in Mumbai.
Matka involved betting on the opening and closing rates of cotton released by the New
York Cotton Exchange.

TAMIL NADU




No change in the ration Shop distribution. 12 kg rice per person card, 20 kg rice per twoperson card will continue - Minister Kamaraj.
TN govt has said that the decision to open places of worship in Tamil Nadu will be
decided by May 16.
In Chennai, the maximum number of people affected by coronavirus is 676. 105 people
have been affected overnight.

CORPORATE




ICMR, Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech International Ltd (BBIL) tie-up to develop the
COVID-19 vaccine.
Factory working hours increased from 8 to 12 in M.P.
Pharmaceutical exports from India grew 7.57 Percent to USD 20.58 billion in 2019-20:
Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council of India (Pharmexcil)

WORLD


Little Richard, US singer known for songs such as ‘Tutti Frutti’ & ‘Long Tall Sally’, dies
aged 87.

Current Affairs INDIA

On IRCTC: Passenger train booking to start online at 4 pm

The booking for passenger trains is starting at 4 pm on
Monday. The Strict compliance of social distancing norms, not all seats will be made available
for booking on these trains, which are scheduled to run from May 12.
All trains will run from Delhi railway station for 15 destinations which are:
Dibrugarh, Agartala, Howrah, Patna, Bilaspur, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, Secunderabad, Banglore,
Madras, Thiruvananthapuram, Madgaon, Mumbai Central, Ahmedabad & Jammu Tawi.

Forensic Science Survey Results: Visakhapatnam Gases

The gas leak from the LG Polymers factory in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, on the morning of the 7th. It spread in the air and affected

thousands of people for many kilometers. In the last two days, various sources of evidence have
been collected.
It has been claimed that Styre's gas leak was a human error. This meant that the staff had left the
stored liquid in the styrene, which was not chemically inserted. Thus, it was not possible to
control the styrene at temperatures below 20 degrees during the curfew. As a result, the chemical
has evaporated and killed 12 people.

Manmohan Singh is in good health: AIIMS locality

Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has been admitted to AIIMS hospital in Delhi due to
chest pain last night.
The Hospital sources said, “Manmohan Singh is being treated continuously. His body has made
good progress on new drugs. He had a fever with the new medicine. He is being monitored to
prevent the flu. He is being monitored by cardiologists. ”

Current Affairs Tamil Nadu
Corona: What is the current state of Tamil Nadu?

Coronation attacks in Tamil Nadu are increasing day by
day. Coronation Prevention Specialist Radhakrishnan said that the coronation impact will be
increased in Chennai for the next six days.

Tirumalaisi: Temporary Vegetable Market Sale Started
Sales have begun on the temporary vegetable market that has been shifted from Koyambed to
Tirumalaisi.
One of the most crowded places in Chennai, the Koyambed Market has become one of the
reasons for the spread of corona in Tamil Nadu. Following this, the Koyambed Market was
shifted to the Tirumalaisi area of Tiruvallur Dist for essential commodities including
vegetables. Under the supervision of a number of officials and ministers, a 60-acre stadium was
selected and arrangements were made for the shops, which was also visited by Chief Minister
Edappadi Palanisamy.

Gold Price
Shop Opening .. Price High!!!!

While gold sales have resumed in the green and orange zones,
gold prices have risen slightly.
The price of one gram (22 carats) of gold in Chennai today (May 11) rose to Rs
4,422. Yesterday's price was 4,421. The price of gold today rose by one rupee per gram.
Similarly, 8 grams of gold, which sold yesterday for Rs 35,368, rose by Rs 8 to Rs 35,376 today.
Price of Pure Gold - The price of pure gold has risen slightly today. The price of 24-carat pure
gold is Rs 4,702 per gram. Yesterday it sold for Rs 4,701. The price of 8 grams of pure gold rose
to Rs 377,616 today from Rs 37,608 yesterday.
Price Of Silver - The price of silver continues today. The price of one gram of silver was at
Rs.43.62. Yesterday's price was Rs.43.61. A kilo of silver is being sold for Rs 43,620.

Current Affairs International

Everest? China once again disputes controversy...

On Friday last week, China Global Television Network posted a
tweet.
The record stated, “The Sun's halo is visible in Kuomlangma.” Everest is what China refers to as
Kuomlangma. The world's tallest But, not all of Everest belongs to Tibet. According to the 1960
agreement between China and Nepal, Everest was divided. It was signed that the southern region
would be allocated to Nepal and the northern part of Tibet. Tibet is currently under Chinese
domination. The people of the country have been voicing the demand for independence or
independence for Tibet. The Dalai Lama, the Tibetan religious leader, has been stressing the
same.

Belarus: Chancellor calling Corona a 'psychic'...

Belarus: The European nation of Belarus has celebrated the 75th conquest of World War II
without any fear of the corona. The event, held in the capital Minsk, was attended by tens of
thousands. Speaking at the ceremony, the country's president, Alexander Lukashenko, said:
"There is nothing called coronavirus infection. A few days ago, he opened the capital Minsk
Hockey Tournament.
The speech of the President of Belarus shocked the world. However, there is no major change in
people's normal lives when the curfew is not implemented. More than 22 thousand people have
been infected with coronavirus in Belarus so far, with 126 people killed.
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International Nurses Day - On this day, an international day observed around the world on
12 May (the anniversary of Florence Nightingale's birth) of each year, to mark the contributions
that nurses make to society. The International Council of Nurses (ICN) has celebrated this day
since 1965.
NATIONAL LIMERICK DAY - On this day, National Limerick Day celebrates the birthday of
English artist, illustrator, author, and poet Edward Lear (May 12, 1812 – Jan. 29, 1888). Lear is
known mostly for his literary nonsense in poetry, prose, and limericks. The day also celebrates
the limerick poem.
NATIONAL ODOMETER DAY - National Odometer Day on May 12th each year provides an
opportunity to learn a little bit about the odometer. An odometer is an instrument that indicates
the distance traveled by a vehicle. It may be electronic, mechanical, or a combination of both.

Top One Line Current Affairs Headlines
INDIA


National Technology Day celebrated on May 11; the day 3 nuclear tests were conducted
at Pokhran, Rajasthan in 1998.






Chandigarh-based Terminal Ballistics Research Laboratory of DRDO develops a
contactless sanitizer dispenser.
Centre extends the deadline to complete seeding of Aadhaar numbers with ration cards
till Sep 30.
MP government launches the country’s first-ever ‘FIR Aapke Dwar’ Yojana; people can
lodge FIR by calling at Dial 100 vehicle.
Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launches the Central University of
Odisha Helpline “Bharosa” on Cognitive Emotional Rehabilitation Services for
University Students of Odisha.

RAILWAY SERVICES











Indian Railways, Passenger services to be partially restored from May 12th.
Fifteen pairs of special trains (thirty trains) shall be operated.
These will be an addition to the Shramik specials Special trains already running.
They will have only air-conditioned classes i.e. First, Second & Third AC.
Tickets can be booked online only through the IRCTC website.
Maximum Advance Reservation Period (ARP) will be of 7 days.
Passengers will be required to reach the station at least 90 min in advance to facilitate
thermal screening.
No Linen will be provided inside the train.
Only packaged food and hand-sanitizers will be made available.
All passengers will be required to wear face masks during the journey.

WORLD


Grammy winning-singer Betty Wright dies at 66 in the US.

SPORTS




China wins inaugural FIDE Chess.com Online Nations Cup; India fifth.
Tennis player Sania Mirza becomes 1st Indian to win ITF’s Fed Cup Heart Award for
Asia/Oceania zone through online voting by fans.
Para-athlete Deepa Malik retires; takes charge as President of the Paralympic Committee
of India

Current Affairs INDIA

Passenger Train services partially restored

On May 12, 2020, the Indian Railways partially begins passenger train services. Around 15
trains are to be operated. These trains are in addition to the “Shramik special trains” that are in
service transporting migrant workers. Only confirmed ticket holders will be allowed to board the
train. The passengers should observe social distancing throughout their journey. They have to
reach the station at least 90 min in advance and undergo thermal screening. Only asymptomatic
passengers are allowed to travel.

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises(MSME): Tech Centres help to manufacture micro
parts of COVID-19 kits

The technology centers that are operating under the Ministry of
MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) are manufacturing critical parts of the RTPCR (Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction) machines.
Technology Centres - The Technology Centres were established by the Ministry of MSME. They
play a crucial role in providing skill development training to over 2 lakh youth and industry
workforce. Today there are 18 technology centers in India. They provide design and manufacture
of tools, mold and dies, precision components, forging and foundry, electrical measuring
instruments, glass, footwear, sports goods, etc. Some of the technology centers also fulfill the
needs of aerospace, defense & research, and development.

New 177 mandis integrated with the e-NAM platform
The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar has launched
the integration of 177 new mandis with the National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) on 11
May. The move is to strengthen agriculture marketing and facilitate farmers to sell their
harvested produce through the online portal.
e-NAM platform:







The 177 new mandis are from 10 States and Union Territories (UTs).
Mandis has integrated are as follows: Gujarat (17), Haryana (26), J&K (1), Kerala (5),
Maharashtra (54), Odisha (15), Punjab (17), Rajasthan (25), Tamil Nadu (13) and West
Bengal (1).
With the launch of 177 additional mandis, the total number of eNAM mandis across the
country is 962.
Currently, 150 commodities, including food grains, oilseeds, fibers, vegetables, and
fruits, are being traded on e-NAM.
More than 1,005 Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) have been registered on the eNAM platform and have traded 2900 MT of agri-produce worth Rs.7.92 Cr.

Current Affairs Tamil Nadu
Free ration items for June: Rs 214 crore allocated!

Tamil Nadu, all family cardholders will be provided with free food items, including one
kilogram of sugar, one kilogram of pulses, one kilo of cooking oil, and rice, which will always
be provided to family cardholders in April and May.

Tamil Nadu - Comforting Message in the Striking Agni Star!

In TN, convection and atmospheric overlay
rotation due in the next 48 hours Ariyalur, Cuddalore, Villupuram, Thanjavur, Thiruvarur,
Nagapattinam, Pudukkottai, Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga, Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi,
Kanyakumari and Pondicherry, Karaikal regions or occasionally thunderstorms moderate rain.
Fishermen Warning - Fishermen are advised not to go fishing in these areas as hurricane winds
can blow up to 40 to 50 kmph in the southern Andaman, South East Bengal, and equatorial
regions of the Indian Ocean from May 14-16.
The temperature of Tamil Nadu - Farmers and the public have been advised to avoid working in
the open from 11.30 am to 3.30 pm for the next two days as the maximum temperature can be
recorded at 40 degrees Celsius in Trichy, Karur, Salem & Dharmapuri districts. For Chennai, the
sky is generally cloudy. The maximum temperature in the city is 36 degrees Celsius and the
minimum temperature is 28 degrees Celsius.

Current Affairs International

Corona prevalence in Pakistan doubled in 10 days
Pakistan - Corona spread in that country was confirmed for the first time on 26 February. A
maximum of 48 people has been killed by Corona in a single day on Thursday. The number of
coronal deaths in the country has risen to 593. Moreover, from April 28th to May 7th, the
country experienced 50.4 percent coronal deaths. 75 thousand people die of coronavirus in the
US. It is in this context that the government of Pakistan has decided to relax curfews from
tomorrow (Saturday). Markets are also allowed to operate five days a week.

Over 13 lakhs discharged from corona damage

More than 13 million 14 thousand people have recovered
from the coronavirus worldwide. The outbreak of the Coronavirus, which began in Dec 2019 in
Wuhan, China, has left more than 200 countries in the world unstoppable. Millions of lives have
been lost and the economic downturn has taken a serious toll.
Scientists from various countries are trying to find a vaccine for this virus. As a result, the
number of people infected with coronavirus worldwide has reached 13 lakhs. 3 rocket launches
at Baghdad airport. So far, 38,43,153 people have been diagnosed with coronavirus. Of these,
22,63,082 are now in hospital care. Of the 48,066 coronal patients receiving treatment, the
condition is worrisome.

Dear Aspirants,
Welcome to Today's Current Affairs. This current affair news is useful for Govt jobs Interviews,
TNPSC, IAS, UPSC, SSC, Railway, Banking exams IBPS, PO, SO, Clerk, and other all
competitive exams for the entire part of the general awareness or general knowledge (GK)
section. These daily current affairs 2020 resources provide facts about events of International,
National, Political, Social, Banking, Business, Sports, and Entertainment related current affairs.

Click Here to View Latest Current Affairs Quiz
Latest Govt Jobs CLICK HERE

NATIONAL APPLE PIE DAY - This day Observed as Apple Pie
Day, America’s favorite dessert, is observed annually on May 13th. Ingredients included
good apples, good spices, figs, raisins, pears, saffron, and cofyn (a type of pastry crust).
NATIONAL FROG JUMPING DAY - Observed each year on May 13th, National Frog
Jumping Day is a favorite of young and old alike. Mark Twain, in 1865 published his first short
story, Jim Smiley and His Jumping Frog.
NATIONAL FRUIT COCKTAIL DAY - If you’ve been celebrating the food holidays
routinely, National Fruit Cocktail Day on May 13th may be a way to improve the calorie count.
The Childhood memories of a dish of fruit cocktail regularly served with a meal. This cocktail
consists of various kinds of fruit served in a liquid of its juices or syrup.

Top One Line Current Affairs Headlines
INDIA



COVID-19: ICCR has releases the song ‘United We Fight’; written & composed by Joe
Alvares.
Indian Railways begins the restoration of passenger train services; will have only AC
classes.







Child and maternal malnutrition were behind 68 Percent of the under-five fatalities in
India: India State-Level Disease Burden Initiative.
TVS Group, Sundaram Medical Foundation, & IIT-Madras develop an automated
respiratory assist device named ‘Sundaram Ventago’.
US govt Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) commit USD 3.6 million
to assist India in the COVID-19 fight.
Prime Minister Modi announces Rs 20 lakh crore special economic package to deal with
COVID-19; details to come from Finance Minister.
Union Ministry of MSME launches the CHAMPION portal www.Champions.gov.in for
assisting Indian MSMEs.

SPORTS



1989 men’s national table tennis champion Manmeet Singh Walia dies at the age of 58.
Sports Authority of India (SAI) forms committee to prepare SOP (Standard Operating
Procedure) to resume training post lockdown

Current Affairs: INDIA

The US provides USD 3.6 million in assistance to India

The US Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
announced 3.6 million USD in assistance to India in order to fight against COVID-19.

The fund allocated is to be used to prevent, respond, and prepare India to act against the spread
of COVID-19. The funds will also be used to strengthen the laboratory capacities of India. This
specifically includes serology and molecular diagnostics. The funds will also be used to support
Infection Prevention and Control centers. These centers will improve the ability of hospital
networks to detect COVID-19.

Madhya Pradesh: The 1st State to launch innovative Scheme “FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana”

The Madhya Pradesh Government has launched “FIR
Aapke Dwar Yojana”.The scheme has been launched in 23 police stations as a pilot project.
This includes both rural and urban areas.
About The Scheme: Under the scheme, a person need not go to the police station to dodge a
complaint. The scheme has deployed the head constables to register the complaints from the
people. The scheme will also enable spot FIR registrations. When the complaints are serious,
they will be forwarded to senior officers. Along with the scheme, the Home Minister of the State
also launched a helpline, “Dial 112”. This will provide instant ambulance services, fire fighting
services, and also will enable to contact of the police within a short period of time.

Current Affairs: Tamil Nadu
In which stage is in Tamil Nadu located?
PM Modi has announced that a fourth curfew will be implemented across the country. Here are
the key updates on the curfew and corona impact in Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu is in the fourth
position. Tamil Nadu has the highest incidence of Chennai. The impact in Chennai is higher
than the overall Tamil Nadu impact. In this link, we will look at the impacts, casualties,
government actions, and the fourth curfew caused by Corona in Tamil Nadu.

Corona Update:


Chengalpattu district and 23 people have been confirmed infected with the Corona. This
has increased the number of casualties to 414.












Another 19 people have been diagnosed with coronavirus in Thiruvannamalai district
today. Thus increasing the total number to 124.
A 20-year-old youth from Alwar Thirunagar in Chennai died at the hospital today after
being diagnosed with coronavirus, reports say.
Chief Minister Palanisamy spoke to all district collectors today via video. At that time,
coronal damage was first seen and then decreased. Tamil Nadu has said that the
prevailing coronavirus in India is likely to decline later. A 60-year-old man from
Bangladesh who was receiving treatment at the Rajiv Gandhi Government Hospital in
Chennai died today.
A man who tried to escape from coronary treatment near Chengalpattu died today.
Coronavirus infection in Puducherry has increased to 13 as more people have contracted
coronavirus.
In the Kannaki Nagar area of 5000 families, 23 people have been declared a restricted
area with coronavirus confirmed.
Coronavirus has been confirmed for five persons in the Semmanjeri tsunami residential
huts.
Corona confirmed to 716 people in Tamil Nadu yesterday that the total number has
increased to 8,718.
A maximum of 510 people has been confirmed in Chennai. The number of victims has
increased to 4,882.

Current Affairs: International

More than 300 lawmakers urge the IMF, World Bank to cancel poor countries' debt
WASHINGTON: Over 300 lawmakers from around the world on Wednesday urged the
International Monetary Fund and World Bank to cancel the debt of the poorest countries in

response to the coronavirus pandemic, and to boost funding to avert a global economic
meltdown. The initiative, led by former United States presidential candidate Senator Bernie
Sanders and Representative Ilham Omar, a Democrat from Minnesota, comes amid growing
concern that developing countries and emerging economies will be devastated by the pandemic.
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NATIONAL BUTTERMILK BISCUIT DAY - May 14th ushers in National Buttermilk
Biscuit Day to celebrate this high-rising breakfast staple. Biscuits are made using baking powder
or baking soda as a leavening agent rather than yeast. A typical buttermilk biscuit recipe
contains flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt, butter, and buttermilk.
NATIONAL UNDERGROUND AMERICA DAY - On March 14th, National Underground
America Day recognizes the approximately 6,000 people who live in some form of underground
architecture across North America. The observance also celebrates the lifestyle, architecture, and
benefits of underground living.

Top One Line Current Affairs Headlines
INDIA


IAS officer V. Vidyavathi appointed the new Director-General of ASI (Archaeological
Survey of India).

ECONOMIC


Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a slew of measures for various sectors,
including MSMEs hit by COVID-19-induced lockdown.















An economic package called ‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan’ and is based on the five
pillars of Economy, Infrastructure, System, Vibrant Demography, and Demand that were
outlined by the PM on May 12.
Three lakh Cr Emergency Working Capital Facility for Businesses, including MSMEs
Rs 50,000 Cr equity infusion through MSME Fund of Funds.
No Global tenders for Government tenders of up to Rs 200 Cr.
Rs. 30,000 Cr Special Liquidity Scheme for NBFC/HFC/MFIs.
Rs. 45,000 Cr Partial credit guarantee Scheme 2.0 for Liabilities of NBFCs/MFIs.
Rs 90,000 Cr Liquidity Injection for DISCOMs.
Extending the Employees Provident Fund Support for business and organized workers for
another 3 months for salary months of June, July, and August 2020.
EPF Contribution to be reduced for Employers and Employees for 3 months to 10% from
12% for all establishments covered by EPFO for the next 3 months.
Relief to Contractors given by extension of up to six months for completion of
contractual obligations, including in respect of EPC and concession agreements.
Reduction in Rates of ‘Tax Deduction at Source’ (TDS) and ‘Tax Collected at Source’
(TCS) by 25% for the remaining period of FY 20-21.
The date for filing Income Tax return for 2019-20 extended till 30th November

Energy Transition Index (ETI)



India ranked 74th on the global ‘Energy Transition Index’ (ETI) of WEF (World
Economic Forum); index topped by Sweden.
ETI ranks 115 economies on the current performance of their energy systems and their
readiness for transition to secure, sustainable, affordable, and inclusive energy systems.

WORLD


COVID-19: EAM S. Jaishankar attends an extraordinary video conference of SCO
(Shanghai Cooperation Organisation) Foreign Ministers.

Current Affairs: INDIA

Rs 20 Lakh Cr Economic Package: MSME, EPF, NBFC, MFI, Real Estate Benefited

The Government of India had earlier launched Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana. Under which Rs 1.7 lakh crore was allocated. The LockDown 4.0
that is to be launched on May 18, 2020, will operate under Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

Highlights
Under the new scheme, the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman announced 15 different
measures. Of these,









Six measures are for the MSMEs
Two for Employment Provident Funds
Two for NBFCs (Non-Banking Financial corporation)
Two for MFIs (Micro Finance Institutions)
One to real estate
One for DISCOMs
Three related to Tax
One for the Contractors

MSME
1. Collateral free loans - The loans that are worth Rs 3 lakh crore are made collateral-free. This
is extended to firms whose outstanding loans are Rs 25 crore or those firms whose annual turn
over is Rs 100 crore. Also, these firms will not require new collaterals. Through this step, around
45 lakh units will be benefitted.
2. Stressed MSMEs - Through the debt-based scheme, Rs 20,000 crore is being infused into the
economy. This will help to benefit stressed MSMEs. These stressed MSMEs are those facing
equity problems. Under this GoI will provide Rs 4,000 core separately through CGTMSE (Credit
Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises). This will help benefit 2 lakh people that
are dependent on stressed MSMEs. The Non-Performing Assets are also eligible to claim as a
beneficiary under the scheme.
3. Fund of Funds -The GoI is to infuse Rs 50,000 crore by creating a fund of funds. This will
help those MSMEs that are viable and eligible. A corpus of Rs 10,000 crore is to be infused
through the mother fund and daughter fund framework.

4. Changed Definition of MSME - The GoI has changed the definition of MSMEs. The new
definition has increased the investment limit upwards. Previously, an enterprise with investment
up to Rs 25 lakh was called a micro-unit. Under the new definition, a firm up to an investment of
Rs 1 crore is to be called Micro unit, of Rs. 10 crore is to be called as a small unit and investment
greater than Rs 20 crore will be called as a medium unit.
5. Global Tenders - Global tenders will be disallowed in government procurement for tenders
up to Rs 200 crores. This is because the majority of MSME were unable to supply large
companies. Indian MSME was not able to compete with global tenders. This will now help
achieve self-reliant India.
6. E-Market - The E-Market Linkages are to be strengthened. This is being done as the COVID19 crisis has made it highly challenging to conduct trade fairs, exhibitions, etc. Therefore, the
MSMEs have to search for online ways to promote their products. Thus, boosting E-market
facilities will help them achieve this.
EPF - Today, under the Employment Provident Fund scheme, 12% is contributed by the
employee and 12% by the employer. Liquidity relief is to be provided to all EPF establishments.
GoI will infuse Rs 2,500 crores to achieve this. Under this 6.3 lakh establishments will be
benefitted. To increase take-home salary, for those not covered under earlier, Statutory PF
contribution reduced from 12% to 10%.
Real Estate (RERA Projects) The urban development ministry will issue advisory to states and
UTs to instru the regulatory authority upon bringing upon the smooth functioning of the real
estate sector. The pending projects shall be extended to 6 months. Also, registration dates shall
be extended by 6 months. Also, registration dates shall be extended by 6 months.
NBFC - In order to help the struggling Non-Banking Financial Corporations, Rs 30,000 crore
liquidity is being injected. This will help NBFCs serve the MSMEs better. Also, Rs 45,000
crores are to be infused through Partial Guarantee Scheme 2.0. Under this scheme, the GoI will
bear the first 20% loss.
Contractors - The contracts under Transport, Railway sectors, etc will be instructed to extend by
6 months.
Discoms - The Discoms are highly affected due to the COVID-19 crisis. Therefore, the liquidity
of Rs 90,000 crore is to be injected.

India: 68.2 Percent of under-5 deaths due to child, maternal malnutrition


Child and maternal malnutrition was the predominant risk factor in India as it attributed
to 68·2% of under-5 deaths while low birth weight and short gestation led to 83·0% of
neonatal deaths in 2017.




The highest number of under-five and neonatal deaths in 2017 were reported in Uttar
Pradesh (UP) followed by Bihar.
If the U5MR trends estimated up to 2017 were to continue, the projected U5MR for India
would be 29·8 per 1000 live births in 2025.

COVID-19: Rs 3,100 Cr allocated from PM CARES Funds

The PM CARES Fund trust was created on March 27, 2020. It
was headed by Prime Minister Modi. The other members include Home Minister, Defence
Minister, and Finance Minister.
Ventilators - The allocated funds are to be used to buy 50,000 ventilators. The ventilators are to
be purchased at a cost of Rs 2,000 crores. These ventilators will be supplied to government-run
COVID-19 hospitals.
Vaccines - Vaccine against COVID-19 is the current pressing need. In order to support vaccine
developers, Rs 100 crores have been allocated. The disposal of this fund is to be supervised by
the Principal Scientific Advisor.

Men are more vulnerable to COVID-19 than women: How and Why?
Initially, there was a hypothesis that men might be more vulnerable to the COVID-19 virus than
women. However, the hypothesis has now been proved by research published in the European
Heart Journal. The ACE2 enzyme in the human body is the key factor that enables the COVID19 to infect human cells.

Gold Rate

Chennai - The price of jewelry gold in Chennai has been increased
by Rs 232. The resumption of gold sales has seen a rise in demand as people have increased
demand. The prices were low yesterday.
The price of jewelry gold! - The price of one gram (22 carats) of gold rose to Rs 4,472 today
(May 14) in Chennai. Yesterday's price was 4,443. Today, gold prices rise by Rs 29 per gram.
Similarly, 8 grams of gold, which sold yesterday for Rs 35,544, rose 232 rupees to 35,776
rupees.
The price of pure gold! - The price of pure gold is also tremendously high today. The price of 24carat pure gold rise to Rs 4,681 today.
The price of 8 grams of pure gold rose by Rs 232 to Rs 37,448. Sold yesterday at Rs 37,448.
In Other Cities - The price of one gram of jewelry is Rs 4,496 in Mumbai, Rs 4,496 in Delhi, Rs
4,496 in Kolkata, Rs 4,438 in Hyderabad, Rs 4,326 in Bangalore, Rs 4,465 in Pondicherry and
Rs 4,466 in Kerala. 4,311 as well.
Silver - Silver also rose today. The price of one gram of silver was at Rs 46.70. Yesterday's price
was Rs.46.60. One kilo of silver is being sold for Rs 46,700.

Current Affairs: International

South African and the United States scientists use MeerKAT telescope to solve the mystery
of ‘X galaxies’

A team of astronomers from the South African Radio
Astronomy Observatory (SARAO), the (US) National Radio Astronomy Observatory
(NRAO), the University of Pretoria, and Rhodes University(Both in South Africa), have used
the MeerKAT telescope to solve a longstanding puzzle in ‘X’-shaped radio galaxies.
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NATIONAL CHOCOLATE CHIP DAY - On May 15th, we recognize a morsel of a thing on
National Chocolate Chip Day! Have you ever wondered how a single ingredient would change a
recipe? If it weren’t for one curious baker, it would be hard to imagine where we would be
without the invention of chocolate chips.
PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY - Every May 15th Peace Officers Memorial Day pays
tribute to local, state, and federal law enforcement officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice
or been injured in the line of duty. The observance takes place during Police Week.
NATIONAL NYLON STOCKING DAY - Each year on May 15th, we recognize the stylish
variety and color available on National Nylon Stocking Day. Varying in color, design, and
transparency, a nylon stocking (also known as hose) is a close-fitting, variously elastic garment
worn the same as socks or tights.

Top One Line Current Affairs Headlines
INDIA


Defense Ministry patents low-cost PPE (personal protective equipment) developed by
Navy to move towards its mass production.




Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray, 8 others declared elected unopposed to the state
Legislative Council.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan dedicates COBAS-6800 testing machine for COVID-19 cases to the
nation at the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) in New Delhi

ECONOMIC PACKAGE






The govt will make ration cards portable under ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ to
allow migrant workers to access their ration across the country.
Scheme to provide homes to migrant labor/urban poor at affordable rent announced.
Government-funded housing in the cities will be converted into Affordable Rental
Housing Complexes (ARHCs) under the PPP mode through concessionaires.
Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) under PMAY for middle-income (annual
income of Rs 6-18 lakh) families extended till March 2021.
NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development) to provide Rs
30,000 Cr additional emergency working capital funding to rural cooperative banks and
regional rural banks.

WORLD





UN’s World Economic Situation and Prospects report forecasts 1.2 percent growth for
the Indian economy in 2020; –3.2 percent for the world economy.
Padma Bhushan recipient Professor Anisuzzaman passes away in Bangladesh at the age
of 83.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan participates in 32nd Commonwealth Health Ministers’ meeting
through video conference.
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal participates in 2nd G-20 Virtual Trade
and Investment Ministers Meeting through video-conferencing

Current Affairs: INDIA

COBAS 6800: India’s first automated COVID-19 testing machine

The Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan dedicated
the COBAS 6800 RT PCR machine to the nation.
Highlights - The machine is completely automated and performs high-end RT-PCR tests. The
machine will help to increase the testing capacity of the country. It has been placed at National
Centre for Disease Control, Delhi. The machine can also detect pathogens such as Hepatitis,
Chlamydia, HIV, Papilloma, MTb, Chlamydia, CMV, Neisseria, etc. The machine will
provide high volume tests. It is capable of providing test results of 1,200 samples in 24 hours.
Thus, the machine will help in increasing the testing capacity of the country. The machine is
enabled with robotics. It will help minimize contamination as it involves very little human
intervention. It is the first machine in India that is completely automatic.
Background - The machine was developed by Roche Diagnostics. The main objective of
developing the machine is to increase the testing capacity of India. So far India is using the rapid
antibody test kits only for surveillance. RT-PCR tests are being used to confirm COVID-19
infection as it is more accurate. However, RT-PCR takes a minimum of 5 to 6 hours to produce
results. Therefore, it becomes important to bring more such machines in the country to increase
the testing capacity of India.

FAO Report: Global Forest Resources Assessment, 2020
The Food and Agriculture Organization released the Global Forest Resources Assessment
Report, 2020. According to the report, around 178 million hectares of forests are lost in the last
30 years. However, the rate at which the forests are being destroyed has reduced.
Report - The report says that between 2015 and 2020, the rate of forest loss has declined to 10
million hectares. Between 2010 and 2015, the forest loss was 12 million hectares. This shows
that the rate of forest loss is declining. The Forest Resource Assessment Report has examined the
status of forests more than 236 countries and territories between the period 1990 and 2020.
Also, the forests in protected areas increased by 191 million hectares since 1990.
Region-Wise - Africa had the largest decline of the forest of all the continents. Around 3.9
million hectares (per year) of forest land were destroyed in the continent between 2000 and 2010.
Following Africa, South America faced the largest forest loss at 2.6 million hectares (per year) in
the same time period. Europe and Asia had recorded the least forest loss.

MHRD launched e-Governance platform, SAMARTH

Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) has developed an e-Governance platform, SAMARTH Enterprises
Resource Planning (ERP), under the National Mission of Education in Information and
Communication Technology Scheme (NMEICT).
Aim: - The aim of the e-Governance platform, SAMARTH, is to provide quality education to
students across all Universities & Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). The objective of this
initiative is to automate the processes of the Institute. This initiative will also enhance
productivity through better information management in the institute by seamless access to
information, and its utilization for various purposes.

Current Affairs: International

WTO Chief Roberto Azevedo to resign a year before his term expires

The Head of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Roberto
Azevedo has announced his resignation, a year before his term expires. He will step down on 31
August 2020.
Roberto Azevedo:
Roberto Azevedo is a former diplomat from Brazil. He is cutting short a seven-year tenure
marked in recent years by intense pressure from US President Donald Trump. He had accused
WTO of an anti-US bias and other complaints. Under Azevedo's leadership, there have been
important practical moves towards reform, including through the use of flexible negotiating
structures, were done.

Current Affairs: Agriculture

Direct Seeding of Rice: being encouraged amongst farmers?

The farmers of Punjab and Haryana are being
encouraged to adopt “direct seeding of rice” due to a shortage of laborers. This is being
encouraged in place of conventional transplanting.
Conventional Transplanting - During Conventional Transplanting, the farmers prepare
nurseries. The paddy seeds are first sown in the nurseries and raise to young plants. These young
plants are called seedlings. The seedlings are then uprooted from the nurseries and planted in the
main field. It takes 25 to 35 days for the seedling to raise. The nursery bed is 5% to 10% of the
main field.
This process requires extensive laboring, especially for replanting the seedlings. Also, it requires
plenty of water. The main objective of this method is to provide even spacing between the plants.
If not manually planted, overcrowding occurs affecting the productivity of the plants.
Direct Seeding of Rice - In this method, there is no nursery preparation. Instead, the seeds are
directly drilled into the field with the help of a powerful tractor.

Nafed procures Pulses and Oilseeds amid lockdown

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India (NAFED), under the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers
Welfare, Government of India, procured pulses and oilseeds amid lockdown.

Procurement of crops by NAFED:




Nafed procured 3.17 Lakh MT Gram (Chana) from 9 States namely Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
and Haryana.
3.67 Lakh MT Mustard has been procured from 5 States namely Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and Haryana.






1.86 Lakh MT Toor has been procured from 8 States namely Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Odisha.
In Rabi Marketing Season (RMS) 2020-21, a total of 277.38 Lakh MT wheat is arrived in
Food Corporation of India (FCI) out of which 268.90 Lakh MT is purchased.
In Rabi season 2020-21, a total of 3208 designated procurement centers for Rabi pulses
and oilseeds are available in 11 States.
Also, during the lockdown period around 9.25 crore farmer families have been benefitted
and an amount of Rs.18,517 Cr has been released so far.
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NATIONAL LOVE A TREE DAY - On May 16th each year, National Love a Tree Day
celebrates the wonderful gifts trees give. Set in the middle of Garden for Wildlife Month, the
observance encourages us to care for trees and plant trees.
NATIONAL BARBECUE DAY - If the mouthwatering aromas wafting down the street haven’t
told you, we will; May 16th is National Barbecue Day! The purist in the world of barbecue either
uses charcoal, wood, or gas and slow cooks the protein over indirect heat.
NATIONAL SEA MONKEY DAY - National Sea Monkey Day on May 16th each year
celebrates the tiny brine shrimp that swim around mail-order aquariums.

Top One Line Current Affairs Headlines
INDIA


National Book Trust’s 7 titles on “Psycho-Social Impact of Pandemic & Lockdown and
How to Cope With” launched by HRD Minister.




Indian Coast Guard Ship Sachet, interceptor boats C-450 and C-451 commissioned in
Goa by Defence Minister
Sahitya Akademi award-winning Bengali author Debesh Roy dies at 84 in Kolkata.

AGRICULTURE: ECONOMIC PACKAGE













Economic package focusing on agriculture and allied activities announced.
Operation Greens to be extended from TOP (Tomatoes, Onion, and Potatoes) to ALL
fruits and vegetables.
Rs 4000 Cr outlay has been made to promote herbal cultivation with a target of covering
10 lakh hectares in 2 years.
An 800-hectare corridor of medicinal plants will be developed along the banks of Ganga.
Rs 1 lakh Cr Agri infrastructure fund will be set up for funding creation of infrastructure
such as cold chains, post-harvest management infrastructure such as cold chains, postharvest management infrastructure.
Rs. 13,343 Cr National Animal Disease Control Programme to be launched for 100%
vaccination of cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat and pig population in India
Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund worth Rs. 15,000 crores will be set
up.
10,000 crore Fund for Micro Food Enterprises (MFEs) Marketing assistance will be set
up for Agri products.
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana will be launched for the development of marine
and inland fisheries.
Scheme launched for interest subvention @ 2percent per annum to dairy cooperatives for
2020-21.
Essential Commodities Act will be amended to enable better price realization for farmers.

SERVICES TRADE DATA:





2019-20 Data on India’s services trade in 2019-20 released.
Trade surplus moved up 2.1% to US$ 80.07 billion.
Exports increased by 7.8% to US$ 220.73 billion.
Imports moved up 11.3% to US$ 140.65 billion.

ECONOMY




ONGC awards 49 marginal oil and gas fields to 7 successful bidders.
World Bank approves USD 1 billion ‘Accelerating India’s COVID-19 Social Protection.
Foodgrains production to touch an all-time high of 295.67 million tonnes (+3.67%) in
2019-20 crop year: Govt.

WORLD


WTO Director-General Roberto Azevedo to step down on August 31, one-year before
the completion of his 8-year term.

Current Affairs: INDIA

What is Event Bolt Malware in news recently?
The Computer Emergency Response of Team (CERT) of India has issued warning against a
new malware called “EventBot”. The malware according to CERT steals personal financial
information from Android phone users.
Highlights - The Eventbolt malware that is spreading is a Trojan. It cheats victims secretly
attacking a computer or phone operating system. Currently, the malware is capable of targeting
more than 200 different financial applications. The malware has already looted cryptocurrency
wallets, bank accounts in Europe and the US. It targets money-transfer services, financial
applications.

Third Tranche of Rs 20 lakh Economic Package announced

With Prime Minister Modi announcing the Atma Nirmar
Bharat Abhiyan on May 12, 2020, Rs 20 lakh Cr was allocated to ease the life of the people
during Lock Down 4.0. Following this, the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman held two press
meets earlier explaining the country about the split of these funds. The third Tranche of the funds
is to be allocated to agriculture and allied activities.
Infrastructure and Capacity Building:






Around Rs 1 lakh Cr is being allocated to the Farmer Producer Organization and
cooperative societies. This includes cold chains, post-harvest management infrastructure,
storage centers, etc. This mainly targets the startups and entrepreneurs that reach the
product to the markets.
Rs 10,000 crores has been allocated to Micro Food Enterprises. A scheme is to be
launched under which the funds will be used to support local produce
This will work on a cluster-based approach. Under the initiative, Kashmir can focus on
Saffron, Bihar on Makhana, Tamil Nadu on Tapioca, Karnataka on Ragi, Andhra Pradesh
on Chillies, North East on Bamboo and so on.

Governance and Administrative Reforms:
Essential Commodities Act - (I)The act is to be amended. The foodstuffs such as cereals,
oilseeds, edible oils, pulses, potato, and onions are to be deregulated. (II) Marketing choices are
to be provided to the farmers. A central law is to be constituted to make sure farmers do not have
barriers such as inter-state trade within the country. (III) Quality Assurance and Agriculture
Produce Price are to be provided before the sowing season begins. A legal framework will be
brought in to achieve this. Large retailers, exporters, food processors will be included in the
process.
Lock Down in India and GoI steps:
India is the largest milk producer, largest pulse producers, and also the largest jute producer. It is
also the second-largest in the production of sugarcane, fruits, vegetables, cotton, groundnuts and
fisheries. India is the third-largest producer of cereals.
The following were the Government supports provided during the lockdown:







During Lock Down, the GoI had purchased Rs 74,300 crore worth food grains from the
farmers through the Minimum Support Price system.
Through PM KISAN Card Scheme, Rs 6,400 crores were transferred.
GoI also cleared Rs 6,400 crores of claimed payments under PM Fasal Bima Yojana.
During Lock Down, the demand for milk reduced by 20-25%. In order to help milk
producing farmers, GoI announced a new scheme of interest subvention of 2% on their
loans. This scheme is to unlock Rs 5,000 crores in the hands of the milk-producing
farmers.
Operation of Marine Capture Fisheries and Aquaculture was released to support Inland
Fisheries. Around 242 new registrations of shrimp hatcheries were done during the
lockdown.

Defence Minister: Approves Rs.400 Cr Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approved the launch of
the Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS) with an outlay of Rs.400 crore. The aim is
to create a state of the art testing infrastructure for the defense sector and to boost domestic
defense and aerospace manufacturing.
Defense Testing Infrastructure Scheme:









DTID Scheme will run for a duration of 5 years. Unser the scheme, the MoD set up 6-8
new test facilities in partnership with the private industry.
The scheme will facilitate indigenous defense production, consequently, reduce imports
of military equipment and help make the country self-reliant.
The projects will be provided with up to 75 percent of government funding in the form of
'Grant-in-Aid'. The other 25 percent of the project cost will be borne by the Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV), whose constituents will be Indian private entities and State
Governments.
The SPVs will be registered under the Companies Act 2013.
It will operate and maintain all assets under the Scheme, in a self-sustainable manner by
collecting user charges. The systems that are tested will be certified as per appropriate
accreditation.
The majority of test facilities are expected to come up in the two Defence Industrial
Corridors (DICs). The Scheme is not limited to setting up Test Facilities in the DICs
only.

Current Affairs: Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu ports Storm alarm cage boom

Thunderstorms in the ports, including Pamban, have
caused a storm surge tonight following the weather report. A storm alert has been unloaded in
Tamil Nadu ports as a storm is brewing in the Bay of Bengal tonight. Accordingly, the number 1
storm warning cage has been unloaded at the ports of Nagai, Pamban.

It is customary to unload a single storm warning cage to inform fishermen of the general nature
of the storm. In this case, the fishermen have been advised not to go to sea. The cyclone has
created low winds in southern Andaman and South East Bengal. It will be further strengthened
on the 15th and will be concentrated in the Central Bengal Sea as a low-lying windmill. The
Chennai Meteorological Department said the storm could strengthen on the 16th.

Current Affairs: International

Trump: Severing all ties with China
Worldwide, it is still believed that the novel coronavirus has spread from China.
The epidemic first spread from Wuhan, China. But is this novel coronavirus natural? Or was it
created by humans in the lab? Controversy continues to prevail.
The US is imposing serious charges on China. The US is definitively claiming that the virus was
released from China's laboratory. US President Donald Trump has called it a 'Chinese virus'.
Moreover, Trump has accused the World Health Organization of favoring China. Following this,
he stopped funding the World Health Organization. The United States has seen 86,912 deaths to
date. Day to day life is on the rise. The US is struggling to contain Corona.
In this case, Trump has threatened to cut off all ties with China. In a message to Fox News, the
company said, “We can do many things. It could sever all ties with China.

